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be mercenary, given to intrigue, and unfit for high com-
mand. When a man had once won Olive's confidence
it was rarely withdrawn; and he advocated the claims
to advancement of those who assisted him in his onerous
duties with the greatest boldness and pertinacity. He
was entirely free from petty jealousy and meanness;
and was not one of those men who, when their plans
fail, seek" to excuse themselves at the expense of a sub-
ordinate. All that he did or said, whether in praise or
blame, was open and straightforward. He was ever
ready to take upon himself the whole responsibility in
military and civil affairs, and always acted in the spirit
in which he wrote to Carnac, "If there be anything
which can occasion you the least uneasiness, for God's
sake let the whole weight fall upon my shoulders."
All Olive's minutes  and official letters  are written
with great force  and clearness.     They are sometimes
egotistical, sometimes boastful, and there is a tendency
to exaggerate when an object has to be gained; but
they are manly in tone, go straight to the point, and
never leave the reader in the least doubt as to their
meaning.    Praise is given ungrudgingly where praise is
due, and censures are  conveyed in  the strongest lan-
guage.    His private letters to his friends are written in
the formal style of the period.    They are always Mnd^
always thoughtful, but there is occasionally an unpleas-
ant  tone   of  superiority and  a  marked   deficiency of
feeling.    His home letters, though wanting in warmth,
are  written in  affectionate  terms,  and  contain  many
references to the scenes of his early boyhood and to his
numerous  relations, which show that he was strongly
attached to his home and family.